Can’t come? Donate online at www.StGeorgeOfBoston.org/donate

Byzantine Basics: A Virtual Course In
Byzantine Liturgical Chant

“Is anyone among you afflicted? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise.”-James 5:13
-Music is one of the central aspects of Orthodox liturgy, which enriches and beautifies our
worship experience. As one of the oldest forms of Orthodox music, Byzantine chant has a
rich treasury of hymns which are as rewarding for the congregation as they are for the
chanters themselves.
-This will be an introductory course. No experience necessary!
-Meetings will be held weekly via Zoom, Wednesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm
-For more information, please email stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com

Our Spiritual Liberation: A virtual
Study of the book of Exodus

“You in Your mercy have led forth the people whom you have redeemed; You
have guided them in Your strength to Your holy habitation.” -Exodus 13:15
-The book of Exodus tells the story of the liberation of Israel from slavery in Egypt, and long
passage into the promised land. This book is understood by many Christian writers to be a
type of our liberation from bondage to sin and death, and journey towards the kingdom of
God. Join us as we explore its meaning and relevance in our own spiritual journey, as the
Church today navigates through contemporary spiritual issues.
-To be held on Tuesdays at 12pm EST from June 8-July 14 (six sessions) via Zoom.
-For more information, or to receive the weekly Zoom links, please email Angelo Niqula at
stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com.

Continuing CatechisM: The Theological
Orations of Gregory of Nazianzus

-Join us as we enrich our understanding of the Orthodox faith by reading the writings of a saint
whose writings guided the Church throughout the ages.
-St. Gregory of Nazianzus, also known as Gregory the theologian, was a fourth century bishop who
played an instrumental part in developing a robust theology of the Holy Trinity.
-The course will be held on Zoom, Sundays at 1 pm, from May 1o-June 14
-If you have any questions, or would like to join, please email Angelo at
stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com

WELCOME ABOUNA GHASSAN and KHOURIYE AMAL

Abouna Ghassan, Met.+Silouan, Kh. Amal

In March we announced the joyful news that His Eminence Metropolitan +JOSEPH had
appointed Fr. Ghassan Haddad of Lebanon to serve as our assistant priest effective 1 July. Due to
unavoidable COVID circumstances his arrival here was delayed. Today we are pleased to
announce that Fr. Ghassan and Kh. Amal are scheduled to arrive in Boston on 1 September.
Following the required quarantine period, we plan to officially welcome Abouna Ghassan and Kh.
Amal to St. George on Sunday 13 September. His Grace Bishop +JOHN will bless Fr. Ghassan as
our assistant priest at the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Holy Cross to be celebrated on that
Sunday. Please join us in welcoming Fr. Ghassan and Kh. Amal as they begin their ministry with
us at St. George. Their combined experience and exceptional talents are a welcomed addition to
our pastoral ministry and community life as we continue to work together to ‘build up’ God’s holy
church.
Father Ghassan Haddad: Born on December 5th, 1965, Father Ghassan attended several
schools in Beirut, Lebanon during his formative years. From 1983 to 1987, he majored in
Mathematics and Electronic Telecommunication at the Lebanese University. He studied theology
at the Theology institute of the Orthodox Archdiocese of Beirut, from 1991 until 1993. He received
a degree in History from the Lebanese University in 2005. He was appointed as sub-deacon on
January 17th, 1994 and was ordained to deacon on May 11th of the same year. He was then ordained
as priest at the Ain Dara Orthodox parish about 4 months later, on September the 4 th. In addition
to his role in Ain Dara, he became priest of the St. Elias Aghmid Orthodox parish in 1996. In 1996,
he also became the principal of the Orthodox School of Ain Dara. He was also assigned the
responsibility of rebuilding (or restoring) several churches of Mount Lebanon, namely the church
of St. Peter and Paul of Saoufar in 2000, Our Lady of Deliverance of Deir al Kamar and St. Elias
Church in Ramlieh in 2005, St. George of Btater in 2010 and St. George of Kfarmatta in 2011. He
served as priest for all the aforementioned churches up until he left Lebanon in 2020, except for
St. George of Kfarmatta, which was assigned to another priest in 2015.
Khouriye Amal Haddad: Born in Ain Dara, Lebanon, on January 29th, 1976. She worked as a
French teacher at the Orthodox School in Ain Dara, from 1995 to 2020.She received a French
teaching degree from the French Ministry of National Education and Research in France having
completed extensive coursework and on-the-job training in Lebanon and in France. Khouriye
Amal is also a Byzanitne chanter, having performed with the choir of the School of Ecclesiastical
Music of Mount Lebanon (SEM) and the Antiochian Kithara Byzantine Anthems Choir.
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Brother Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, Esteemed Members of the Archdiocese Board of
Trustees, Organizations and Department Heads, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Greetings to you and your families as we progress in this holy fast dedicated to the
Mother of God, the Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. I pray that you and
your families are safe and well as we continue to deal with the pandemic that is
plaguing our respective countries.
It is with a sense of shock and awe that I learned of the horrific explosion in Beirut.
I immediately called the Archdiocese of Beirut to check on His Eminence
Metropolitan Elias and the clergy and faithful of the archdiocese, as well as our
churches in Beirut. Thanks be to God; His Eminence was not harmed, and the clergy
are all safe. The same, however, cannot be said for the archdiocese headquarters, the
churches and our St. George Hospital. Many of our churches and institutions in
Beirut suffered devastating damage as well as the homes of many of the clergy and
faithful.
Not only are these people our brothers and sisters in Christ, but for many of us they
are family and friends of the faithful of our archdiocese. As such, we are making an
immediate appeal to all of you to do whatever you are able during this economically
difficult time and spare whatever penny you can, keeping in mind the parable of the
widow in the Gospel, “And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the
treasury, and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He
said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these
out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put
in all the livelihood that she had.” (Luke 21: 1-4). Please give to your local parish and
your parish will forward the money to the archdiocese in a timely manner. You may
also give directly to the archdiocese and mark your check “Beirut” or give online
using the following link:
https://antiochian.networkforgood.com/projects/106179-financial-aid-followingbeirut-explosion
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
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During this time of distress, we appeal to the Mother of God as we sing the Paraklesis
service, crying out from the depths of our hearts and souls, “Preserve and save, O
Theotokos, thy servants from every danger. After God, do all of us for refuge flee
unto thee; a firm rampart art thou and our protection.” As we continue to pray for
those suffering and those who have reposed from COVID-19 in our own
archdiocese, please remember the victims of this tragic explosion in Lebanon and all
those throughout the world who are suffering and in need of our prayers.
Wishing you all a blessed remainder of the Holy Dormition Fast, I remain,
Yours in the service of Christ,

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America
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