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St. Hannah
The Prophetess
Palestine
12th century Before
Christ
Hannah, of the tribe of
Levi, is the mother of the
Holy Prophet Samuel.
Her story opens the First
Book of Samuel found in
the Old Testament.
Though childless, she kept
all the commandments of
the Law and prayed with
fervor that she might give
birth to a child.
At one time she went up to the Temple and prayed and
wept before the Lord. Then she made a vow, and said,
"O Lord of hosts if you will give Your servant a male
child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his
life." (1 Samuel 1: 11) Eli the priest was watching her as
she stood silently, for she was praying in her heart. He
addressed her saying, "Go in peace and the God of Israel grant your petition." (1 Samuel 1:17) She believed
his word, and went home.
Then she conceived and brought forth a son, and she
called him Samuel, which is interpreted as "being asked
for", because she said, "I have asked him of the Lord."
When he was old enough, she took him to the Temple
of the Lord, as she had vowed. She brought the child to
Eli the priest, and she said, “I am the woman who
stood by you here praying to the Lord. For this child I
prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition
which I asked of Him. Therefore I also have lent him to
the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the
Lord." (1 Samuel 1:26-28)
Then she praised God in that well-known praise attributed to her. Her beautiful song of praise and thanks (1
Samuel 2:1-10) has become the third Biblical Ode of
the Matins Canon. Despite her age, God granted her
three sons and two daughters. She lived after this a life
well-pleasing to God, and she reposed in peace at a very
old age.

Hannah’s Prayer from 1 Samuel 2:1-10
“My heart rejoices in the Lord;
in the Lord my horn is lifted high.
My mouth boasts over my enemies,
for I delight in your deliverance.
“There is no one holy like the Lord;
there is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.
“Do not keep talking so proudly
or let your mouth speak such arrogance,
for the Lord is a God who knows,
and by him deeds are weighed.
“The bows of the warriors are broken,
but those who stumbled are armed with strength.
Those who were full hire themselves out for food,
but those who were hungry are hungry no more.
She who was barren has borne seven children,
but she who has had many sons pines away.
“The Lord brings death and makes alive;
he brings down to the grave and raises up.
The Lord sends poverty and wealth;
he humbles and he exalts.
He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes
and has them inherit a throne of honor.
“For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s;
on them he has set the world.
He will guard the feet of his faithful servants,
but the wicked will be silenced in the place of
darkness.
“It is not by strength that one prevails;
those who oppose the Lord will be broken.
The Most High will thunder from heaven;
the Lord will judge the ends of the earth.
“He will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”
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”WORTH QUOTING”
“The body through which God gives birth is not some type of divine endowment, unique to the divine
Spirit; no, it is the body of creation itself. Without the embodiment of creation, God’s creativity is
jeopardized. It is through the embodied nature of His creation that we encounter and engage the living
presence of God”.
Diarmuid O’Murchu
Commenting on the mystery and reality of God among us in his book ‘Evolutionary Faith’

EMMANUEL
St. Matthew says that the
birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of an ancient
prophecy from Isaiah,
“Look! The virgin is with
child and will give birth
to a son whom they will
call Emmanuel”. Matthew 1:23. St. Matthew interprets the name Emmanuel to mean God-is-with-us. St.
John Chrysostom asks why He wasn’t named Emmanuel son of Joseph, or Emmanuel of Nazareth, or
Emmanuel the Christ, instead of Jesus. He says the
event itself and its outcome will cause people to recognize that Jesus is the Emmanuel, God-with-us.
Admittedly, Chrysostom observes, God has always
been with us, but never before has He been so obviously among us. It's a beautiful observation, and we
should keep it in mind as we prepare to celebrate
Christmas. Realizing that God lives among us, as one
of us, like us, makes Christmas more than the innocent
image of a baby lying in a manger surrounded by animals, angels, peasants, and kings. The story and the
picture make us realize that God decided to live with
us.
The Gospel story of Jesus places a strong emphasis on
the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist said it was coming, Jesus said it was already here. Jesus had much to
say about this Kingdom and its presence. It’s the whole
context of His teaching and His miracles. According to
the Gospels, the Kingdom is a new reign of godliness

brought about by divine intervention and embodied in the life of Jesus. The Kingdom doesn't belong to any particular place or any human realm,
or any historical period or earthly political or religious system – although it includes all of these. It
doesn't belong to human beings to control or manipulate, although we share intimately in its existence and are invited to promote its growth and
development.
The birth of Jesus and the Kingdom He proclaims
is about a transformation: a new world characterized by the presence of a God able to create relationships based on justice, love, compassion, and
peace. Politics and religion cannot achieve this.
The birth of Jesus has turned our world upside
down. God declares the powerless and the marginalized blessed. God has immersed Himself in
our history.
Christmas challenges us to accept full responsibility for this transformation, initiated in Jesus, and
commit ourselves to the unfolding of a Kingdom
marked by the right relationships of justice, compassion, love, and peace. It's in this Kingdom that
we find the real meaning of the name Emmanuel.
If we take our role in this transformation seriously, then we can genuinely Glorify Him.
Christ Is Born! Blessings, Fr +Timothy
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2019 PLEDGE PROGRAM
It is time to consider our annual pledge of financial support to St. George Church. As you know, the parish relies on our pledges to cover the major portion of
our operating budget. Hence, advance pledge information is essential for budget planning. As we
prepare for 2019 we ask ourselves what our membership
in St. George Parish is worth. What value does St.
George Church have for our family and us? We pay for
monthly cable TV service, gym memberships, and morning stops for that special coffee. We pay for these things
because they have value to us. Does our church have
value? Where does St. George fit into our daily life and
family budget? Watch the mail, in a few days you will
receive our 2019 Pledge Program packet. Please read it
over carefully together with your family members; seriously consider what it means to be a parishioner here at
St. George Church, earnestly pray about your level of
financial support to the parish and pledge yourself to
assist the parish in 2019.
PROPORTIONATE GIVING
Our St. George Pledge Program is based on the
principle of proportionate giving. It involves two key
elements: first; our level of giving rises out of our personal wealth and second; our gift is a thankful response
for God’s many blessings. The Bible teaches, “All shall
give as they are able, according to the blessing
of the Lord your God that He has given you.”
Deuteronomy 16:7.
Such giving conforms to the Bible’s teaching
about wealth and possessions. Everything we have is a
gift from God and we respond by returning a portion of
our wealth for the work of His Church. Our Pledge Program puts the emphasis on the parishioner who gives
from the heart out of his or her wealth. As the Bible instructs us, “With every gift show a cheerful face,
and dedicate your offering with gladness.”
Sirach 35:11.
St. Paul tells us what our economic principle is,
“As for the rich in this world, charge them neither to be haughty, nor to set their hope on uncertain riches, but on God who richly furnishes
us with everything we enjoy. We are to do good,
to be rich in good deeds, liberal and generous,
treasuring up for ourselves a good foundation
for the future, so that we may take hold of the
life which is life indeed.” 1 Timothy 6:18-19.
At St. George, the Pledge Program is the economic foundation of the parish. A foundation built on
the principle of proportionate giving is both desirable
and essential for the success of our parish. With this
foundation, St. George will realize its genuine possibilities for spiritual and temporal growth. The life of the
individual Christian and of our parish can be greatly
blessed by this program. As we pray at the Liturgy;
“We offer You Your own from what is already
Yours always and everywhere.”
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Our Christmas Gift to St. George.

Our 2019 Pledge Program is underway – just in time for us
to offer a special Christmas gift to St. George. With this gift
we honor God, as the Bible reminds us; “Each of you must

make up your own mind about how much to give. But don’t
feel sorry that you must give and don’t feel you are forced to
give. God loves people who love to give.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
Our gift is worthy if it represents who we are.
Our gift is honest if it represents the blessings we have
received.
Our gift is fair if it represents the very best we can give.
Our gift is a present if it represents our true relationship with
St. George.
THANK YOU! IF YOU ALREADY MADE YOUR
PLEDGE.
PLEASE HURRY! IF YOU HAVEN’T.

ADVENT TALKS
Join us here at St. George on
Wednesday Evenings
from 7-8:30PM:
December 4th with Subdn. Angelo
December 11th with
Father Timothy
December 18th with Bishop JOHN

January 11 - Diocese Meeting,
St. Mary, Cambridge for Antiochian
Women & SOYO, 9AM

St. George Church of Boston—Messenger December 2019

Page 4

PTO Corner……
A reminder that the Church School Christmas
Pageant, Luncheon and Visit from St. Nicholas will
take place on Sunday, December 22nd.
Please join us!

Christmas Offering Envelopes for
Donations for the Needy are at the
Maridha, or make your donation
online, stgeorgeofboston.org.

You may also make a donation for
Christmas Poinsettias & Wreaths for
the health of or in memory of a loved
one online, stgeorgeofboston.org.
Your loved ones will be remembered
during the Christmas Liturgy. Forms
also available at the Maridha or call
the Church Office.
MESSAGE FROM THE BOOKSTORE: As we
have done in the past, the Adult Fellowship is going
to be involved with the Christmas Program at St. Innocent’s Orphanage (Project Mexico). Since the cost
of shipping the items the boys request is very high,
we have opted to send a monetary gift to help with
their Christmas celebration with the request that the
items needed be purchased by the Orphanage staff at
a location close to the Orphanage. If you would like
to make a donation to this project, we would be very
happy to accept either a cash gift or a check made
payable to the Adult Fellowship with the notation
“St. Innocent’s Orphanage” or “Project Mexico”. We
will then send the total amount donated to the Orphanage. As always, we appreciate your support of
this Project. Monies will be accepted through December 8 which will give the people at the Orphanage time to purchase the needed items. You can give
your donation either to Evelyn Easa at the Bookstore
or to any member of the Adult Fellowship.

Don’t forget to do your Christmas
Shopping after Church on Sundays during Coffee
Hour. The Religious Items Case has many wonderful gift items for holiday giving. Please stop by.

Youth Corner—December
♦

♦ Boston Rescue Mission - December 8th!
Any and all donations for preparing meals for the Rescue Mission gratefully accepted. Cost of an average
meal is $300.
♦

Our Annual Canned Food Drive continues!
See Below.
Youth Ministry Programming is made
possible by The St. George 21st-Century
Endowment Fund.
Thank you for your continued support and
unyielding generosity in support of our
youth!

With love in Christ,
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
617-323-0323 (ext 3), stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com

CANNED FOOD DRIVE CONTINUES
Sponsored by St. George Teen SOYO
Please return filled bags for Christmas Holiday distribution. Gifts cards to local supermarkets and
monetary donations are gratefully accepted. Thank
you to all those who brought in canned goods, made
monetary donations and donations of gift cards for
the Thanksgiving distribution. A special thank you
to AABA for their generous donation of Gift Cards
to help us through the Thanksgiving Holiday. Thank
you to Rich Fannoney and Richard and Arlene Laham
for helping with the Thanksgiving distribution to approxmately 60 families in our neighboring community.
Each family received a turkey and Gift Card. All
the bags of food were picked up by the Greater
Boston Food Bank and brought to a local food pantry
in Roslindale Square who, in turn, provides food to
our local needy. Also, through the efforts of Elias
Audy and the Kids Clothes Club of Brookline we were
able to provide 18 children with warm winter coats.

“Remember Me In Your Kingdom”
A reminder, at the Vespers service at 5:30p.m. on the second
Saturday of each month, we join our sister churches in North
America and the Near East in offering special prayers for the departed. A general Trisagion service will be prayed to commemorate those who have departed this life, we are especially praying
for those who have no one to pray for them. Please join us on the
second Saturday of each month as we offer these special and
meaningful prayers for the faithful departed.
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We welcome into our Orthodox Christian Family:
LILY RENEÉ AZAR, who was baptized on November 3,
2019. She is the daughter of George R. and Erin C.
(Vaughn) Azar of Norfolk, MA.
CHENGYI “CHRYSOSTOM” and CHENGDAO
“BASIL” YUAN, who were baptized on November 9,
2019. They are the children of Yongjia (Jason) and Jing
Jing (Chui) Yuan of West Roxbury, MA.
CHRISTIAN MATTHEW SATERIALE, who was
baptized on November 10, 2019. He is the son of
Matthew and Salwa (Ghantous) Sateriale and brother of
Jason and Ryan of Dedham, MA.
Betrothal & Crowning
Congratulations to:
CULLEN G. NUTT and CHRISTINA A. PURPURA,
who celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on
October 5, 2019. We wish them God’s blessings as they
begin their new life together in Boston, MA.
Memory Eternal!
FRANK P. DeFRANCESCO III of Milton, MA, on
November 6, 2019. He was buried in The Gardens of
Gethsemane Cemetery, Boston, MA, and leaves his wife
Geraldine and his sons, Frank IV and Mikel
DeFrancesco.

2019 Holiday Pops Concert to benefit
St. John of Damascus Church
Saturday, December 7th
6PM—9PM
$15/Adult $5 Children
Join us this Season!
To purchase tickets, visit
http://www.stjohnd.org/pops

SALLY E. RIHBANY of West Roxbury, MA, on
November 12, 2019. She was buried in Mt. Benedict
Cemetery, Boston, MA, and leaves several nieces,
nephews, great nieces and nephews.

Antiochian Women of St. George
Bowling Night
Norwood Sport Center
Friday, December 6th, 7-10PM
A fun night to catch up with lovely
ladies while bowling and having dinner together
$40 pp includes 2 games and shoe rental
$25 for College Students, RSVP by 12/2 to
raudy@audyglobal.net
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NEWS FROM THE
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

Summer Camp Registration is
scheduled to open on Tuesday, December 10
https://avcamp.org/summer-camp/

Winter Family Camp—January 17-20
https://avcamp.org/other-programs/winter-camp/

Church School Humanitarian Project
“Helping Hands”
Church School Children,
Parents and Parishioners
Each Year, the Church School donates
many gifts to the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC). In doing so, we fulfill the
Christmas wishes of the children of Boston who are victims of domestic violence. Can you help us?
Simply take a “helping hand” cutout off of the
MSPCC tree located in the Narthex of the church.
Purchase the specific item that is listed and bring
it back to the church no later than Sunday,
December 15th. Please do not wrap these gifts.
Please attach the “hand” to the gift.
Thank you and God bless you.
--Amal
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Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-327-6500
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Education Programs:
Church School - Sundays (September-June), after Holy
Communion to 12 noon; for Pre-School to Grade 12. Please
see Amal Hourani for more information or to register your
child.

Service Schedule:
Great Vespers Saturdays, 5:30 pm
Confessions following Great Vespers
Orthros - Sundays, 8:50 am
Divine Liturgy Sundays, 10:00 am
Orthros—5:30pm; Liturgy - 6:30pm, on the eve of a
Great Feast (please check calendar)
Looking for a Gift for any Occasion?
Look no further, the Adult Fellowship’s cookbook, The
Door to Arabic Cooking, is available for $12 ($14.50 if
mailed) at the church office or by calling John Ayoub at
781.326.6755. DELICIOUS RECIPIES FOR ANY
OCCASION.

THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road. Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please feel free
to drop off new or gently used clothing.

