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St. Finlog of Tamlacht
-fin log-an
Derry, Ireland
Sixth Century
Born in Ireland, this holy man
was a brother of St. Fintan of
Doone, whether senior or junior to him, is unknown. He is
sometimes called Finlugh,
Findlugn, Lugad, and Lagan.
The latter forms appear to
represent his original name,
Lagan. The prefix Finn signifies "white" or "fair," and may
refer to his complexion or the colour of his hair. Initially,
Finlog was a disciple of his brother Fintan, at the monastery
of Dunbleisque in Ireland. Here, the monks predicted that
Finlog would "pass over the sea, and die an exile from the
country of his birth."
Eventually, he went to Iona in Scotland, where he
saved the life of the great missionary, St. Columba. While
living here, St. Columba had resolved to confront particular
oppressors of the monks. Among these, Johan, the son of
Conall, was especially notorious. Instigated by the devil, he
rushed on the saint with a spear intending to kill Columba.
To prevent this attack, Finlog, put on the saint's cloak and
stood between him and the assassin, being ready to die for
the sake of the holy man. But St. Columba's garment served
as a reliable and impenetrable shield, which could not be
pierced by the very sharp spear.
Finlog remained safe and uninjured under divine
protection. St. Columba then founded a monastery near
Lough Foyle, in the territory of Derry in Ireland. The
townland is called Tamlacht. Over this house, the great father
of Irish monasticism placed his disciple, Finlog, as the first
abbot. Hence the place derived its name of Tamlacht-fin logan. It is now a parish in the diocese of Derry. A muchfrequented cemetery marks the old monastic ruins. Within
the monastic enclosure are the ruins of an early church.
St. Finlog is also venerated on the island Islay
[pronounced Ila] where a chapel bears his name. Nearby is
another chapel dedicated to St. Columba. Part of St.
Columba's missionary effort embraced Islay, and St. Finlog
founded the Church at Loch Finlagan, and lived and died
there, fulfilling the earlier prophecy about his life.
The Christian courage and charity of this St. Finlog
are commendable because he desired to sacrifice his own life
to preserve that of his great spiritual father. Greater love than
this no man possesses when he is ready to give up his own life
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for the safety of his friend. St. Finlog proved to be utterly unselfish and nobly generous of spirit. His humility and obedience were equally apparent. He was always ready to accept any command which might best
promote the glory of God. In Scotia his religious acts
were prominent, and the people of Ireland and Scotland have just reason to celebrate his virtues.
As a glorified Saint, his virtuous life has enriched the entire Church. The Orthodox Church honours St. Finlog and his brother on 3 January with this
hymn.
Troparion of the Sts. Fintan and Finlog
Tone 1
“Being brothers both in the flesh and in the Faith
O honoured Fintan and Finlog,
you served our Savior in your native lands
winning souls for Him by feats of ascetic piety.
Cease not your love for us,
praying that our souls may also be saved.”

THE CENTENNIAL
REMEMBERANCE OF
OUR HOLY FOUNDER
THE PRIEST +GEORGE
This year marks the onehundredth anniversary of the
repose of the servant of God,
Father George Dow Maloof,
the founder and spiritual father of our parish. When he
fell asleep in the Lord on 21
October 1920, he had completed twenty years of selfless service to the people of
God in Boston. History records that he was a tireless
labourer in the vineyard of the Lord. Fr. George enjoys a
reputation for holiness as a pastor, missionary, teacher,
peace-maker and spiritual father.
When Fr. Herith Ibreham visited us from the
Balamand, he presented us with a priceless prayer scroll
that Fr. George had kept with him throughout his adult
life. As director of the Manuscript Preservation and Restoration Center at the Balamand, Fr. Herith noted that
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the life and work of Fr. George was well known in his
homeland as a ‘holy man with a kind and generous
heart’. Father noted that the name of Fr. George has
been included on a list of prospective men and women
whose glorification as Saints is now being considered by
the Holy Synod of Antioch.
As his spiritual children here at St. George
Church of Boston, we can best honour his memory by
actively supporting the cause of his canonization as a
Saint of the Holy Orthodox Church. As is the custom in
our tradition, we can invoke his intercession on our behalf and ask Fr. George to pray to God for us.
We can use his image as a focal point of our
prayers and venerate his memory as we attempt to emulate his example in our lives. Holy cards with the picture
of Fr. George have been printed and are available at the
candle stand. Parishioners are encouraged to take one
and recite the prayer printed on the card. We hope to
make his reputation known, and we encourage you to
share this card with your family and friends.
To canonize someone means that the Church
has decided to add that person to the official canon [list]
of saints. Our church calendar lists numerous saints
whom we commemorate on each day of the year. We are
encouraged to remember these saints in our prayer and
to ask them to remember us before God. Special liturgical services are often composed in a saint's honour and
celebrated in the churches.
There are many reasons for including a person
on the list of Saints. The most obvious is that the person
is known to have lived a 'saintly' life in service to Christ
and the Gospel. Their lives should also serve as an inspiration for all of us.
The Orthodox Church never formally developed
a process for canonizing a saint. The Church understands that only God can create a Saint, not the Church.
A person recognized as holy receives prayers from
people who ask the saint to intervene for them in
heaven. At some point, the saint's name appears
on the Church's liturgical calendar and a feast day
is assigned in their honour, at which point they
are considered canonized. There is an informal
process whereby the bishops might review the
saint's history, but this is not a requirement for
sainthood.
For most of the Churches' history, saints were
‘recognized’ without any formal declaration or canonization. The local parish simply began to remember in their
prayers well-known holy Christians from their community. The faithful asked the holy person to pray to God
for them. They also asked for the person to help in time
of need. People often visited their grave to offer prayers
and ask for their intercession. The faithful received comfort from their prayers, just as they had received comfort
from the holy person when they were alive.
The process of ‘recognizing a person as a saint’ is
still determined mainly by the local Orthodox community. An individual recognized for their ‘holiness’ during
their lifetime is honoured after their death. The faithful
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ask for the persons blessing and prayers, and we visit
their grave or shrine. Canonization does not make
someone a saint it merely acknowledges that in their
lifetime, the person was recognized for their saintly holiness. The Church simply holds the person up as an
example worthy of imitating.
Praying to a Saint means we ask that person to
pray for us, as they did when they were alive. We always ask our living loved ones to remember us in their
prayers. We even ask departed loved ones – parents
and grandparents – to pray for us.
During this centennial year of his repose, we
earnestly ask our father the Priest George to intercede
for us and offer his prayers before Almighty God for the
welfare of his spiritual children.
With Blessings in this New Year, Fr. +Timothy

CHRIST
IS BORN!
GLORIFY
HIM!

Please see Father Timothy or call the Church
Office if you would like your house blessed
this year.
Our 2020 Church Ecclesiastical Calendars have
arrived and are at the back of the Church.
Please feel free to take one. Our supply is limited so one per household. We thank Dr. Fadi
Metri for once again sponsoring these beautiful
calendars, iconography and calendar design
by Kh. Erin Kimmett.

Annual Parish Meeting here Sunday,
March 8, 2020 at 12 Noon.
Watch for the notice in the mail.

Bazaar Treasurer, Chuck Saba, is happy to
report that the 2019 Annual Bazaar netted
$81,000. Again, thank you to everyone
who supported the Bazaar in any way.
See you in October for Bazaar 2020!
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We welcome into our Orthodox Christian family:
BRIELLA MASSIH BOUCHER, who was
baptized on December 15, 2019. She is the
daughter of Michael T. and Rebecca (El-Massih)
Boucher of Norwood, MA.
ANGELINA “Mary” ANTOUNE WEHBE, who
was baptized on December 22, 2019. She is the
daughter of Antoune “Tony” B. and Nanette A.
(Dib) Wehbe, and sister of Tiffany and Bacem of
West Roxbury, MA.
Memory Eternal!
BEVERLY R. DERANEY of Dedham, MA, on
December 7, 2019. She was buried at Mt. Hope
Cemetery, Boston, MA, and leaves her sister
Georgette Deraney Best.

The Diocese Antiochian Women will meet
on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at St. Mary
Church in Cambridge. The day will begin with
the celebration of Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am, followed by a light breakfast, and the meeting. Lunch
will be served at 12:30 pm.
All are invited to attend the Annual Diocese
Lenten Retreat & Youth Day on Saturday,
March 28, 2020 at St. John of Damascus
Church in Dedham. The day will begin with
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am, followed by a light breakfast. The keynote speaker will be Mr. Gregory
Abdalah, D. Min, who is the Pastoral Assistant at
St. George Church in Phoenix, AZ. Registration
details will be announced soon.
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Thank you to the Church School Children,
Teachers and the Parish, THE HELPING
HANDS PROJECT was a huge success. In
these trying times for America we would like to say thank you
for your unselfish giving to the children and families of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
(MSPCC). The MSPCC was most appreciative for all of the donations. They asked us to give everyone at St. George their
thanks. May God bless you all. Thank you so much Amal for
coordinating this effort and to Amal, Rich Fannoney and
Subdn. Angelo for delivering the gifts to MSPCC.

Once again we would like to THANK
everyone who participated in the TEEN
SOYO FOOD DRIVE during the Thanksgiving and Christmas season either by
bringing in food, making monetary donations, donating Gift Cards and/or helping with the
distribution. We were able to give turkeys, hams and
Shaw’s Gift Cards to approximately 60 families in
our neighboring community for both holidays.
Through your generosity, The Greater Boston Food
Bank picked up the many bags of food over the two
holiday seasons and delivered them to a local food
pantry in Roslindale Square who, in turn, provides
food to our local needy. We would like to thank
AABA for donating Gift Certificates to Shaw’s which
supplement the monetary donations and other Gift
Cards received. Also, through the efforts of Elias
Audy and Kids Clothes Club of Brookline we were able
to provide 18 children with coats this winter.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION—an

easy way to
help schools raise money for much needed supplies.
Theophany School has been collecting “Box Tops for Education”. If you would like to help simply cut box tops
from the participating products and deposit them in the
SHOE BOX at the Religious Items Table and that is all
there is to it. Theophany School gets $.05 and $.10 per
box top so bring as many as you can each week. This will
be an on-going project throughout the year. To see a list
of products carrying the “Box Tops for Education” Yellow
or Pink Coupon and to find out more about the program,
visit the Religious Items Table.
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PTO Corner……
January is PTO month for coffee Hour.
Parents and teachers are needed to help with
prepping, serving and especially clean-up.
Thank you for your time!

Youth Corner—January
January is Teen SOYO/Youth Education Month!
A Joy/Hope Event is scheduled for Saturday, January
11th from 3-5PM with Vespers to follow. Watch for
further details!

OUR 2020 PLEDGE PROGRAM IS UNDERWAY
Thank you if you have already made your pledge.
Please hurry, if you haven’t.
Each of you must make up your own mind about how
much to give. But don’t feel sorry that you must give and
don’t feel you are forced to give. God loves people who love
to give.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
A thank you listing of those who have made their
pledge commitment to St. George for 2020 will be
included in an upcoming MESSENGER.
If you did not receive your 2020 pledge packet, please
call the church office.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE: Scholarships are available from the Syrian-Lebanese Women’s Club of
Greater Boston to young women of Syrian and Lebanese
origin, residing in Massachusetts within 50-mile radius of
Boston, who plan to pursue a four-year college education.
Scholarships are based on outstanding academic
achievement, extra-curricular activities, charitable and civic
involvement and good character; and applicants must be in
good academic standing in her school and possess those personal attributes, which best serve the community. Applications are available through the Church Office and must be
postmarked by March 31, 2020. If you have any questions,
contact Mary Winstanley O’Connor at 617-523-1010 or email
at moconnor@koilaw.com .

AV Winter Family Camp 2020 Registration is now
open! Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend—January 1720. Check out avcamp.com for more info and to sign
up!
AV Winter Camp 2020 for Grades 7-12—February 12
-17. Check out avcamp.com for more info. Deadline
date January 15!
A date in January is planned for preparing a meal at
the Boston Rescue Mission. Please stay tuned! Thank
you to Marilyn Ganame for making a donation to help
offset the cost of preparing a meal. All donations are
gratefully accepted. The entire cost of a meal is
approximately $300.
Youth Ministry Programming is made
possible by The St. George 21st-Century
Endowment Fund. Thank you for your
continued support and unyielding
generosity in support of our youth!
With love in Christ,
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
617-323-0323 (ext 3), stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com

URGENT HUMANITARIAN APPEAL FOR THE WINTER MONTHS
“When you give alms, your left hand must not know what your right is doing; your almsgiving must be in secret, and
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.” [Mt. 6:3-4]
Funds are requested to assist several members of the community who have experienced recent hardships. The funds will
assist with rent, utilities, clothing and household items, especially during the winter months. Out of respect for privacy
the distribution will be made confidentially through the Pastoral Discretionary Fund of the Church. If you wish to donate to a very worthy cause, please make your tax-deductible contribution to St. George Church with the memo ‘Pastoral
Discretionary Fund’. Your assistance with this appeal is a great blessing, Thank You!
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Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-327-6500
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Education Programs:
Church School - Sundays (September-June), after Holy
Communion to 12 noon; for Pre-School to Grade 12. Please
see Amal Hourani for more information or to register your
child.

Service Schedule:
Great Vespers Saturdays, 5:30 pm
Confessions following Great Vespers
Orthros - Sundays, 8:50 am
Divine Liturgy Sundays, 10:00 am
Orthros—5:30pm; Liturgy - 6:30pm, on the eve of a
Great Feast (please check calendar)
Looking for a Gift for any Occasion?
Look no further, the Adult Fellowship’s cookbook, The
Door to Arabic Cooking, is available for $12 ($14.50 if
mailed) at the church office or by calling John Ayoub at
781.326.6755. DELICIOUS RECIPIES FOR ANY
OCCASION.
THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road. Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please feel free
to drop off new or gently used clothing.

