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St. Lawrence of
Canterbury, Archbishop
Kent, England
Died 619
Saint Lawrence of
Canterbury, was the second bishop of Canterbury
in England and a missionary who played a large part
in establishing the Anglo-Saxon church.
In 597 Pope St. Gregory I the Great appointed the
Benedictine monk Laurentius, to the first Anglo-Saxon
mission aimed at converting pagan England to Christianity. Nothing else is known of his early background or
history. The mission to England was led by St. Augustine, who later became the first bishop of Canterbury.
St. Augustine, Laurentius and their fellow missionary monks endured persecution and hostilities by the
Anti-Christian Britons while fruitlessly trying to convince
the Celtic Christians of Scotland and Ireland to abandon
their local traditions and to adopt Roman practices. After
several years the local King of Kent, Ethelbert converted
and was baptized through the preaching of St. Lawrence.
The medieval chronicler St. Bede says that
St. Augustine sent St. Lawrence back to Pope St. Gregory
I to report on the conversion of King Ethelberht of Kent
and to carry a letter with questions for the pope. St.
Gregory's reply to St. Augustine's questions is contained
in the Libellus responsionum, that Bede included in his
Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum. In that letter, Pope
St. Gregory praises the Queen Bertha for her part in the
conversion of her husband and for the intercession of the
priest Lawrence.
St. Lawrence was consecrated bishop by St.
Augustine and succeeded the great missionary as bishop
in about 604. In 613 St. Lawrence consecrated the monastery church built by St. Augustine in Canterbury, and
dedicated it to Sts. Peter and Paul; it was later renamed as
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St. Augustine's Abbey, Canterbury. St. Lawrence also
wrote to the bishops in the lands held by the Scots and
by the Irish, urging them to hold Easter on the day that
the Roman church celebrated it, instead of their traditional date corresponding to the Eastern Christian
date, part of the Easter controversy. The letter is also
preserved in Bede's history. St. Lawrence in 609 stated
that St. Dagan, a native Celtic bishop, would not eat
with him or share a roof with the archbishop, due to
the differences between the two Churches.
St. Lawrence died on 3 February 619, and was
buried in the abbey of Sts. Peter and Paul in Canterbury, later renamed St. Augustine's. His shrine was in
the axial chapel of the abbey church, flanking the
shrine of St. Augustine.
St. Lawrence came to be regarded as a saint,
and was given the feast day of 3 February. A Vita (or
Life) was written mainly based on information in St.
Bede. St. Lawrence's tenure as archbishop is mainly
remembered for his failure to secure an agreement
with the Celtic church, and for his conversion of
Eadbald the son of King Ethelbert.

MICHAEL G. HAMATY SCHOLARSHIP
St. George, Boston, high school seniors may
obtain scholarship applications by downloading
online at www.stgeorgeofboston.org or by calling
the church office. Deadline date for submission of
application is May 1, 2020. This
scholarship serves as a living memorial to
Mr. Hamaty, whose intention was to assist the
youth of the parish as they pursue their academic
studies at an accredited college or university.

❖Please see Father Timothy or call the Church
Office if you would like your house blessed
this year.
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“GOD IS GOOD”
“God is Good”, I often hear this expression when a parishioner recovers from an operation, an illness or
when some treatment they underwent is successful. It’s a curious statement. A very definitive one to be
sure. I absolutely believe that God is good. I also believe that He wants us to be good too. His Commandments tell us as much, love God and honor our parents, treat others as we want others to treat us, it sounds
very good. God’s goodness and His desire for our goodness comes through loud and clear in the Gospels.
His divine instruction in the Commandments and the Scriptures is for us to do good and avoid evil.
For ordinary Christians like us attempting to integrate what we hear, know and believe with the way we
behave is often challenging. We know we must ‘do’ the Gospel and not just ‘hear’ it. The exciting thing
here is trying to live out the Gospel in our everyday lives. It requires us to have good hearts, healthy minds
and honorable habits. There is little doubt that we start out life wanting to be good. As children we became attached to people who loved and cared and encouraged us and we behaved in ways that would meet
with their approval. From our youth we are aware of certain moral and ethical standards that we must
strive to meet.
“God is Good” and He made us as social beings with big brains and the freedom to choose alternative behaviors trusting that we too will be good. He gave us an imagination to envision things that are not tangibly
present. He gave us the capacity to seek meaning in life and discover realities beyond what can be seen.
All this is ‘good’.
In a religious context, our behavior is ‘good’ if it is directly related to the practice of our Faith. Christians
retain the genius of earlier religious peoples who worshiped God by loving one another, caring for the needy
and dealing with others justly. In a couple of weeks we’ll read the Gospel of the Last Judgment [ St. Matthew 25:21-46 ] reminding us that our place among the sheep or the goats depends entirely on how ‘good’
we are.

Blessings, Fr +Timothy
URGENT HUMANITARIAN APPEAL FOR THE WINTER MONTHS
“When you give alms, your left hand must not know what your right is doing; your almsgiving must be in secret, and
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.” [Mt. 6:3-4]
Funds are requested to assist several members of the community who have experienced recent hardships. The funds will
assist with rent, utilities, clothing and household items, especially during the winter months. Out of respect for privacy
the distribution will be made confidentially through the Pastoral Discretionary Fund of the Church. If you wish to donate to a very worthy cause, please make your tax-deductible contribution to St. George Church with the memo ‘Pastoral
Discretionary Fund’. Your assistance with this appeal is a great blessing, Thank You!
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❖PARISH FAMILY COMMUNITY UPDATE:
Each month as part of our MESSENGER news, we
would like to publish any memorable events you
would like to share with the parish, such as a new
job; recent job promotion of a family member; a
scholarship or reward received; some special happening in your life or that of your family’s which
you would be proud to share with everyone. It's
so uplifting to hear good news! Just drop us an email at stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net. We will be
sure to publish your good news in an upcoming
MESSENGER. Thanks for sharing!
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OUR 2020 PLEDGE PROGRAM IS UNDERWAY
Thank you if you have already made your pledge.
Please hurry, if you haven’t.
Each of you must make up your own mind about how much to
give. But don’t feel sorry that you must give and don’t feel you
are forced to give. God loves people who love to give.”
2 Corinthians 9:7
A thank you listing of those who have made their pledge
commitment to St. George for 2020 will be included in an
upcoming MESSENGER.
If you did not receive your 2020 pledge packet, please call
the church office.

THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WITNESS PROGRAM: SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE
Spiritual Pilgrimage resumed in January 2020 and
continues. This program and journey is an opportunity
for anyone interested to learn, to reflect, and to be
transformed through the Orthodox Christian Faith in
preparation for various ministries. This spiritual pilgrimage is an interdisciplinary approach to create a cadre
of leaders in the church. It is aimed to empower and
equip Orthodox Christians to nourish and share the
faith in the 21st century. This semester the program
has a Round Table discussion unit and a Retreat unit.
Anyone can join at any point in the program. We welcome you on behalf of the Program Interdisciplinary
Leadership Team: Bishop John of Worcester and New
England, Archpriest Antony Hughes, Ioana Popa MD,
BCC, Richard J. Robbat Ph.D., Sebastien Falardeau,
MA, PhDc.
ROUND TABLE: "Courage to Live - Fruits of the Holy
Spirit". Ten Thursday evening discussions – anyone
can register. Dates and Time: Thursdays 7:00pm9:00pm. Thursday, Feb 6, 20, 27, March 12, 19, 26,
April 2, 9, 23 (snow date alternative). Location: Antiochian Orthodox Christian Diocese of Worcester and
New England Chancellery: 2 Lydias Path,
Westborough MA 01581
RETREATS: "Free will and Christian Choice". Two
Saturday daylong retreats – anyone can register for
one retreat or for both. Dates and Time: Saturdays
9:00am-4:00pm. Feb 22, March 21, 2020. Location:
Emmaus House, New Ipswich NH, 03071
To register or for questions, please email
at IP.AlongTheJourney@gmail.com or call at 617-2748336

Goal: $260,000. Pledged to date: $130,710.
Consider submitting your pledge using
Pay Pal available on the Church website.
Donations may always be made by sending a
check or by calling the Church office and
asking for an EFT form.

DIOCESAN ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S GROUP
BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION
The Antiochian Women group of the Diocese of
Worcester and New England is starting a Book Club
discussion that will be held at the end of the Diocesan
Antiochian Women quarterly meetings. Our first meeting is on April 4th at St. George Church in Lowell
MA, meeting starts after morning liturgy at around
10:30 AM. At our first meeting we will be discussing
the book: "Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives" The
Life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica. This book can be found at Amazon Books in paperback or e-book, and at Ancient Faith Publishing. This book comes in two parts. The first is about
the life of Elder Thaddeus and the second is the depth
of wisdom he shared by the experiences he lived
through. This is an exciting and wonderful opportunity
for all of us to participate in together! If you have any
questions please contact: Roula Fayad
at rchoueirimd@gmail.com, Rima Audy at
(frna21@gmail.com) or Doha Haidar at
(haidard1@gmail.com).

The Antiochian Women of St George would like to invite all the ladies of our parish to our Annual Potluck dinner
on Wednesday February 5th @ 7p.m. RSVP by February 1st to Doha Haidar - haidard1@gmail.com, Roula
Choueiri Fayad - Rchoueirimd@gmail.com, Rima Audy - frna21@gmail.com. Follow us on Facebook to get all to
the updates and news.
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YOUTH CORNER
Upcoming dates will be announced for planning,
preparing and serving a meal at the Boston Rescue
Mission. Please stay tuned! Thank you to JDr. Robert and Carole Courey and Janet and John Ryan for
making a donation to help offset the cost of preparing a meal. All donations are gratefully accepted.
The entire cost of a meal is approximately $350.
With love in Christ,
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
617-323-0323 (ext 3),
stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com
----------------------------------------------Youth Ministry Program, the only
beneficiary of The
St. George 21st-Century
Endowment Fund.
Your generous contributions help
make the Youth Ministry Program
Possible.

HAPPENING IN MARCH!
SPINACH FATAYER BAKE SALE
Sponsored by the St. George Adult Fellowship
Watch for dates!

ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF
BOSTON ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING
- SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020
at 12 NOON (Snow date the following Sunday) - If you
wish to nominate a candidate for a member of the Parish Council (4), please submit their/your name to Father
Timothy, Michel Melhem or Kenneth Laham prior to the
meeting date. Please secure your nominee’s consent
before his/her name is placed in nomination. All parishioners who are 18 years or older and regular in their
weekly participation in the Divine Liturgy and have their
pledges up-to-date are welcome to vote. We encourage
you to also come for confession and communion before
the Annual Meeting. You should be receiving an Annual
Meeting packet of info in the mail. Copies of last
year’s Annual Meeting Minutes will be at the
Maridha for your perusal before this year’s
meeting.
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➔SYRIAN-LEBANESE
WOMEN’S
CLUB
OF
GREATER BOSTON SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE Scholarships are available to young women of Syrian and
Lebanese origin, residing in Massachusetts within 50-mile
radius of Boston, who plan to pursue a four-year college
education. Scholarships are based on outstanding academic
achievement, extra-curricular activities, charitable and civic involvement and good character; and applicants must be
in good academic standing in her school and possess those
personal attributes which best serve the community. Applications are available through the Church Office and must
be postmarked by March 31, 2020. If you have any
questions, contact Mary Winstanley O’Connor at 617-5231010 or email at moconnor@koilaw.com.

❖

ST. GEORGE ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS –
Thank you to Dr. Fadi Metri for once again donating our Church
calendars. Instead of mailing them to every household, we left a
supply at the back of the Church. There are a few left, stop by
and get one. Beautiful Iconography and calendar design by Kh.
Erin Kimmett.

➔LIGHT FROM THE EAST: READING
THE CHURCH FATHERS—Do you want to
learn more about the theology of the
Church? Enrich your own understanding of
your faith through reading the authors who
guided the Church’s understanding
throughout the ages. Meetings will be bimonthly, check calendar. For more info or
to sign up, contact Subdn. Angelo Niqula
at stgeorgepastoralassistant@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE—PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2020– St. Mary’s, Cambridge is hosting the
2020 Parish Life Conference at the Cape Codder
Resort & Spa in Hyannis, June 17-21. Hotel registration is now open - special conference rate is
$189/night + tax for the evenings of June 19 and
20; Pre-Conference Rate is $109/night + tax for up
to 3 days before (Tuesday-Thursday nights) the
conference; Post-Conference Rate is $139/night +
tax (Sunday - Tuesday nights). To register for the
hotel call 1-888-297-2200 and mention the “Parish
Life Conference hosted by St. Mary’s” or book
online by visiting www.stmaryorthodoxchurch.org/
plc/hotel-reservation. To learn more, visit www.stmaryorthodoxchurch.org/plc
(See Flyer Back Cover)
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We welcome into our Orthodox Christian family:
ALEXANDER NICHOLAS WERNER, who was
baptized on January 5, 2020. He is the son of
Nicholas and Margret (Nanno) Werner of
Walpole, MA
Memory Eternal!
JOSEPH KALEEL KINAN of Gastonia, NC,
formerly of South Boston, MA, on December 14,
2019. He was buried in Fairview Cemetery. Son
of the late Kaleel and Rose Kinan.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION—an easy way to

help schools raise money for much needed supplies. Theophany School has been collecting “Box Tops for Education”.
If you would like to help simply cut box tops from
the participating products and deposit them in the SHOE
BOX at the Religious Items Table and that is all there is
to it. Theophany School gets $.05 and $.10 per box top
so bring as many as you can each week. This will be an on
-going project throughout the year. To see a list of
products carrying the “Box Tops for Education” Yellow or
Pink Coupon and to find out more about the program, visit
the Religious Items Table.

Triumph of Orthodoxy Vespers Saturday, March 7, 2020, 6 pm @
St. George Cathedral, Worcester

The Council of Eastern Orthodox Churches of
Central Massachusetts and His Grace Bishop
JOHN invite you to Great Vespers on Saturday, March 7 at 6 pm at St. George Cathedral
in Worcester for a pan-Orthodox Great Vespers for the Triumph of Orthodoxy. All clergy
of the Assembly of Bishops are invited to
serve. His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios
of Boston will preach. See flyer ➔
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Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-323-9861
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Subdn. Angelo Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Education Programs:
Church School - Sundays (September-June), after Holy
Communion to 12 noon; for Pre-School to Grade 12. Please
see Amal Hourani for more information or to register your
child.

Service Schedule:
Great Vespers Saturdays, 5:30 pm
Confessions following Great Vespers
Matins - Sundays, 8:55 am
Divine Liturgy Sundays, 10:00 am
Orthros—5:30 pm; Liturgy - 6:30 pm, on the eve of a
Great Feast (please check calendar)

Looking for a Gift for any Occasion?
Look no further, the Adult Fellowship’s cookbook, The Door
to Arabic Cooking, is available for $12 ($14.50 if mailed) at the
church office or by calling John Ayoub at 781.326.6755. DELICIOUS RECIPIES FOR ANY OCCASION.

THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road.
Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please
feel free to drop off new or gently used clothing.

