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The First of September
Our Holy Father
St. Symeon Stylites
Syria – 459

Born in Syria, Symeon was
a shepherd, but at the age
of eighteen he left home
and became a monk, practicing the strictest type of
asceticism. At times he
fasted for forty days. After a few years at a
monastery he took up an ascetical discipline
unique at that time: mounting a pillar, he
stood on it night and day in prayer. Though he
sought only seclusion and prayer, his holiness
became famous, and thousands would make
pilgrimage to receive a word from him or to
touch his garments.
Countless nomadic Arabs came to faith
in Christ through the power of his example
and prayers. To retreat further from the
world, he used progressively taller pillars: his
first pillar was about ten feet high, his final
one about fifty. He was known also for the
soundness of his counsel: he confirmed the
Orthodox doctrine at the Council of Chalcedon
and persuaded the Empress Eudocia, who had
been seduced by Monophyte beliefs, to return
to the true Christian faith. After about forty
years of living in asceticism, he reposed in
peace at the age of sixty-nine.
He was at first suspected of taking up
his way of life out of pride, but his monastic
brethren confirmed his humility thus: They
went to him as a group, and told him that the
brotherhood had decided that he should come
down from his pillar and rejoin them. Immediately he began to climb down from the pillar. Seeing his obedience and humility, they
told him to remain with their blessing.

The Man
on the
Pillar
My introduction to
St. Simeon the Stylite was when, as a
college student, I
saw the film Simon
of the Desert by the
surrealist
director
Luis Bunuel.
The
title character is a combination ascetic monk and
‘fool for Christ’ who undertakes heroic selfimposed disciplines in his attempt to honor God
and resist the temptations of the Devil while
perched atop a pillar set up in the wilderness. A
fierce critic of religion, Bunuel never the less displays some uncertainty in his a-vanguard portrayal of the famous saint. He seemingly admires the
uncompromising asceticism of a holy man who devotes his life to God while surrounded by the wickedness of the world.
From his pillar Simon offers words of wisdom and wise counsel while working miracles and
wrestling with Satin. In the film, Simon’s disciples
often shrug off his advice and dismiss his miracles
as they all too quickly revert to their old primitive
selves. A thief, for example, whose hands were cut
off has them miraculously restored and he immediately strikes his son. Bunuel portrays his Christ-like
Simon as a steadfast hero caught-up in the midst of
confusion and uncertainty. In that regard Simon is
certainly a man for our times.
The questions raised by Bunuel made me
look for more information about the real St. Simeon the Stylite. The initial references I read led me
to think that, like many other legendary figures, St.
Simeon was the product of pious fiction. I accepted
that an ascetic monk named Simeon existed in fifth
century Syria but that his fantastic story was an
embellished tale akin to a fable. Intrigued by the
fanciful events in his story, I continued to look
deeper into the account of this exceptional figure.
Turns out, St. Simeon the Stylite was the
first of a long string of ‘pillar hermits’ who exist
even into our own day. Down thru the century’s
practitioners of this bazaar form of ascetic ➔➔
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discipline have acquired a reputation for holiness that
has attracted and edified countless pious believers. If I
knew that someone had been sitting atop a column in
Roslindale Square fasting and praying for thirty-six
years, I’d surely visit and consider seriously what they
might may have to say.
At the university library, I discovered that information about St. Simeon’s life came from very reliable contemporary sources who offered first-hand accounts of their encounters with the holy saint. The historian and bishop Theodoret lived at the same time as
Simeon and wrote of his life of holiness. Most modern
commentators agree in fact that the feats of ascetic virtue and endurance as well as the counsel attributed to
St. Simeon are beyond dispute.
At sixteen years of age the shepherd boy from
Sisen in northern Syria entered a local monastery.
From the beginning he undertook a discipline of fasting and prayer so rigorous that the monks considered
him unsuited for their form of communal life. Being
forced to leave the monastery he shut himself in a hut
and remained there for the next three years. There he
survived the entire Lenten Fast without food or drink,
a feat he would repeat for the rest of his life. Leaving
his hut, he moved further into the wilderness and confined himself to the crag rocks of an isolated mountain
top. Here he developed his discipline of standing upright in constant prayer for so long as his limbs would
sustain him.
Over time, his reputation as a holy ascetic grew
and people began visiting Simeon in the wilderness
asking for his prayers and seeking his advice. The
growing crowds distracted Simeon from his prayer discipline and he decided to leave his mountain top retreat. He set up a stone pillar with a small platform on
top, there he hoped to live out the rest of his days in
silence, fasting and in prayer. But it was not to be, as
even more pilgrims sought him out. He erected increasingly larger columns, the final one being fifty feet
tall, but still pious pilgrims and curiosity seekers found
their way to St. Simeon’s pillar.
Encounters with the holy ascetic left a deep impression on his visitors and soon clay and metal tokens
and paintings bearing the image of Simeon perched
atop his column began to circulate throughout the
Near East, the Mediterranean and Europe which only
attracted more visitors.
Seeing the pilgrims as messengers of God’s will,
Simeon began to interact more directly with his visitors. He had a ladder erected so they could climb and
speak privately with him. He regularly delivered sermons from atop his platform. He often preached
against profanity, exploitation and greed. In contrast
to his own extreme asceticism, he preached with great
moderation and compassion free of judgment and fanaticism. He even wrote letters to his visitors and disciples, the text of some still survive including one he

wrote to the Emperor Leo and St. Genevieve of

Paris. Among his most noted visitors were the Roman Emperor Theodosius and the Empress Eudocia. The Patriarch of Antioch, Domninos II visited
Simeon and celebrated Liturgy atop his pillar.
After 37 years of living above the ground,
Simeon died peacefully, bent over in prayer. He
died on 2 September 459 and the Patriarch of Antioch, Martyrios buried the humble monk at his cathedral. His sacred relics were venerated there until modern times. We are blessed to have a relic of
St. Simeon the Stylite here at St. George for veneration.
The site of his original pillar and the ruins
of the adjoining cathedral erected around it are outside Aleppo, Syria and are designated as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Tragically, the complex was
occupied by Islamist Forces in 2013 who used the
site as a training camp for its fighters. Opposition
forces attacked the site in May of 2016 causing extensive damage. A missile from a Russian jet struck
the pillar of St. Simeon and virtually destroyed the
surrounding area with only the base of the column
remaining. It is hoped that if peace is restored in
Syria, the site of St. Simeon can be restored and
pilgrims will once again visit the hallowed grounds
of this beloved saint.
Through the prayers of St. Simeon the Stylite may we know compassion and mercy.

Blessings Fr +Timothy
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WELCOME FR. GHASSAN and KH. AMAL

Our newly assigned Assistant Pastor, Fr. Ghassan
Haddad and his Khouria Amal arrived here on Tuesday, 1 September, the beginning of the New Ecclesial
Year. They have an apartment at 35 Heron Street in
West Roxbury just a few minutes from the church.
His Grace Bishop JOHN will officially welcome Father
and Amal to St. George parish at the Divine Liturgy
for the Feast of the Cross on Sunday 13 September.
Bishop JOHN will lead us in the procession of the Holy Cross around the church grounds [weather permitting] and following the procession we will celebrate our first ‘Blessing of the Backpacks’ for our children as they return to school. School children are
asked to bring their ‘back-packs’ that day for this special prayer and blessing.
AXIOS – AXIOS - AXIOS
On that Sunday Bishop JOHN will ordain to the Holy
Priesthood Deacon Benjamin Bruce. Deacon Benjamin
is an M.D. with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia. He is being ordained
as a priest of the Western Rite of our Archdiocese for
the Church of the Advent in Atlanta.
AXIOS – AXIOS – AXIOS
We are honored to announce the ordination to the Holy Priesthood of Deacon John El-Massih. His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH ordained Fr. John on
Sunday, 30 August at the parish of Sts. Peter and Paul
in Potomac, Maryland. All of us here at his home parish of St. George congratulate the newly ordained Fr.
John and his family on this most blessed event and we
pray he will have Many Years in the Lord’s service.
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AXIOS!-DEACON ANTHONY NIQULA
PASTORAL ASSISTANT

By the Grace of God and through the laying on of hands,
the servant of God, Sub-Deacon Angelo was ordained to
the Holy Diaconate as Deacon Anthony by His Grace Bishop +JOHN on Saturday, August 15th – the Great Feast of
the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos. We congratulate
Angelo and Lia and daughter Rafaela and their families on
this most blessed occasion. May God grant them all many
years. AXIOS!

Save the date!

TAKE OUT ONLY
LOBSTER DINNER
Sponsored by
The St. George Adult Fellowship

Friday, September 25, 2020
5:00PM – 7:00PM
St. George Orthodox Church
55 Emmonsdale Road
West Roxbury, MA
(617) 327-6500
DONATION:
To be determined closer to the date of
the event.
PLEASE NOTE THAT RESERVATIONS ARE A
MUST!!!
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL BY Sept. 24, 2020
Michel/Evelyn Easa; (617) 266-0065
(If machine answers, please be sure to leave your name and
telephone number.)
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We welcome into our Orthodox
Christian family:
CHARLES MICHAEL DAABOUL, who was baptized on
July 26, 2020. He is the son of Antoine N. and Kristen L.
(Bender) Daaboul of Braintree, MA.
Betrothal & Crowning
Congratulations to:
NAHED A. LAKKIS and SARAH T. NASSIF, who celebrated
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on July 25, 2020. We wish
them God’s blessings as they begin their new life together in
Westwood, MA.
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MESSAGE FROM
THE ARCHDIOSESE
Your help is needed.
A new system is in place so as
to help with the mailing of The
WORD Magazine.
Dear Parishioners:
If you would like to continue receiving The Word magazine, please go to
the link on the St. George website,
stgeorgeofboston.org. It will take only a few minutes.
There is no charge for this publication for members of the
Parish. The form also gives you the option to have it delivered by email rather than a hard copy. If you have a
loved one without internet access, please also do this
for them or they run the risk of not getting The Word.

MEMORY ETERNAL!
LEILA K. KENNAN of Wrentham, MA, on July 6, 2020. She
was buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery, Boston, MA, and leaves her
daughter Marianne Connor.
EVA FARIS SHAMIEH of Waltham, MA, on August 22, 2020.
She was buried in Mount Feake Cemetery, Waltham, MA, and
leaves her sister Busaenna Homsi.

2020 Pledge Program is ongoing.
Goal for 2020: $260,000
Pledged to date: 256.528.
Pledges Received to date: $201,052.
ON-GOING
COVID-19 APPEAL DONATIONS TO DATE:
Received to date: $9,260.

“Prayer in a Time of Disaster”
“Holy God, you are our comfort and strength in
times of sudden disaster, crisis, or chaos. Surround
us now with your grace and peace through storm or
earthquake, fire or flood. By your Holy Spirit, lift up
those who have fallen, sustain those who work to
rescue or rebuild, and fill us with the hope of your
new creation; through your only begotten son, our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.”
Our most sincere prayers and thoughts are with all
who have suffered in the disastrous explosion in
Beirut. We pray for the Eternal Memory of all who
have lost their lives and for the speedy and complete recovery of all those who suffer injury. Our
thoughts are with family members here in our parish
and at home in Lebanon. Metropolitan JOSEPH
has requested our aid in response to this humanitarian crisis. Please respond to this critical appeal by
using this link,
https://antiochian.networkforgood.com/
projects/106179-financial-aid-followingbeirutexplosion. You may also send your donation directly to St. George Church with the
memo: “Beirut Emergency”.

ON-GOING
BEIRUT EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND APPEAL
Received to date: $12,380.*
(*$8,150 received was from the Car Wash held on
Saturday, August 22nd.)
A thank you was received from NAC SOYO and
SOYO Special Olympics for our donation of $748
which was collected by our Teens in October 2019
May God bless you for your generosity during
these uncertain times and always.

DONATE ON LINE!
Making your Stewardship/Pledge donation and/or
a Memorial or General Donation to St. George
Church is now available using your PayPal
account with a major credit card via our website.
Check it out at stgeorgeofboston.org. You may also use EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer). Call the
Church Office for details.
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LIVE STREAM ALL CHURCH SERVICES AT
http://www.stgeorgeofboston.org/livestream.
Sign Up to attend liturgies at stgeorgeofboston.org/signup.
Info on Virtual/Zoom classes email Dn. Anthony at
stgeorgepastoralassisant@gmail.com.

UPDATED FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE
DONATION—Additional donations were received
and forwarded to Robin Nicholas , FFHP.
Coordinator. Total collected this year, $2,095.
Thank you and may God bless you for your generosity especially during these uncertain times.

Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-327-6500
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Ghassan Haddad, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Dn. Anthony Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Education Programs:
WATCH FOR NEWS ABOUT REOPENING
Church School - Sundays (September-June), after Holy
Communion to 12 noon; for Pre-School to Grade 12. Please
see Amal Hourani for more information or to register your
child.

AABA NEWS: Enjoy the new AABA
Online Radio weekly episodes! You can
listen to it any day and any time of the
week. Go to the website at
www.aabausa.org, click on “AABA
Radio” and then, click on “Listen to
AABA New Online Radio”.
Service Schedule:
Please refer to the monthly calendar
inside this MESSENGER, on-line weekly
bulletins and/or Email blasts for current
services being offered.
The same applies for COVID-19 updates
concerning Church restrictions and
procedures.
Thank you.
THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road.
Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please
feel free to drop off new or gently used clothing.

Looking for a Gift for any Occasion?
Look no further, the Adult Fellowship’s cookbook,
The Door to Arabic Cooking, is available for $12 ($14.50
if mailed) at the church office or by calling John Ayoub at 781.326.6755. DELICIOUS RECIPIES FOR
ANY OCCASION.

