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St. James the Persian
Beit-Lapeta, Persia
421 AD
St. James the Persian was
born in the Persian Royal City of Beit
-Lapeta, of an illustrious family. As
his family, he embraced Christianity
and married a devout Christian.
Attached as a soldier to the Court of
Shah Yazdegard the King of Persia,
he rose to the highest ranks, and enjoyed the highest honors. He was Shah Yazdegerd’s favorite,
who overwhelmed him with favors. James, in response to the
attention shown him by the Shah, went so far as to renounce
his Christian faith. Soon after the Shah Yazdegerd died and
was succeeded by his son Shah Braham V. James’ mother
and wife learned about his apostasy, and with grief sent him
the following letter:
"We have heard that the favor of a terrestrial king and the
love of perishable resources of this century, have made you abandon
the Eternal God. We ask you a single question, deign to answer:
where is this king now, for whom you have made such a great sacrifice? He died, as the last of the men, he fell into dust: what can you
await from him now? Will he offer you a refuge from the eternal
torment? If you endure in your apostasy, you will fall like him into
the hands of the vengeful God; and we will have nothing to do with
you anymore, because you abandoned God; we want to have nothing in common with an apostate. It's over; we no longer exist for
you.”
This letter made a deep impression on James who
was deployed in the army at the time; it opened his eyes. He
returned to his senses and went into his tent, where he found
a Bible. Reading it, gradually divine light enlightened his
soul and the grace of God touched his heart. In one instant he
changed into another man. His paralyzed soul, as if called
back from the tomb by a powerful voice, suddenly awoke:
the feeling of remorse became unbearable, he felt as if his insides were being ripped apart.
His expressions of remorse and repentance were
heard by his fellow soldiers. Rivals, jealous of his position,
denounced James to the new Shah. The King summoned
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James immediately and interrogated him about his return
to the Christian Faith. James declared, “I am a servant of
my Lord Jesus Christ”.
This response infuriated the King, but he tried to
win him back by flattery and promises, altered by threats
of torture, but without result. James, to avoid the king’s
temptations to win him back to paganism, boldly answered to all his questions. In one response he exposed to
him the errors of the religion of the Persians: “You who
claim to know the Divinity better than other people are in a
grave error. By adoring inanimate and insensible creatures and
by giving the incommunicable name of God to creatures you
offend the true God. Your vain divinities are incapable of protecting you.”
This solemn renunciation of idolatry infuriated
the king. It was clear that James was abandoning the religion of the Persians. The Shah wanted to make an example of James. The recommended punishment was to cut
him into pieces. Once the sentence was determined James
was immediately dragged to the place of execution.
The decision of the Shah to kill James in such a
horrific manner became known to believers and unbelievers, who immediately felt a great sympathy for the Saint
and who were thoroughly shocked by the barbarous sentence of the Shah. The Christians, when hearing the death
sentence kneeled down with their faces to the ground,
bursting into tears, and addressed to God the following
prayer: “O sovereign Lord who gives strength to the weak and
health to the sick, you who give life to the infirm and the dying,
you who save those who are passing away, help your servant,
make him victorious in this dreadful combat. Make him triumph
for your glory Lord, Oh Christ, prince of the victors, king of the
martyrs!”
A large part of the population and the entire army
gathered at the place of torture. Being dragged by the soldiers he asked them to stop for a moment so he could address God with the following prayer: “Receive, O Lord, the
prayers of your humble servant; give strength and courage to
the son of your maidservant; make of me a sign of consolation
for those who love you, those who suffer, and for those who will
suffer persecution for your namesake. And when I will have
overcome by your omnipotent grace, thus receiving the crown of
the elect, make my enemies see it so they may be confounded,
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(Continued from front cover, St. James, the Persian)
because you have been, Lord, my consolation and my stronghold.” When he finished this prayer the soldiers violently
grabbed him and lay him down to be executed according
to the command of the Shah.
The blessed James suffered his martyrdom on November 27th, his feast day in the Byzantine calendar. His
body remained in the open air. Immediately after his execution Christians came to take away a part of the holy relics: it was in vain. Because of fear of the Shah the soldiers
wouldn't allow it. The faithful then did as if they left the
place but in fact hid nearby waiting for nightfall to set in
to be able to gather at least a part of the relics. Around the
ninth hour of the evening, the guards having left, the believers took his bodily remains that they found in 289 pieces. His relics have been circulated around the world.

Let Us Give Thanks unto The Lord!

Jesus always enjoyed a good meal; we read it
again and again in the Gospel. Sometimes, in Religion, there's a tendency to portray Jesus as an austere holy man opposed to the simple pleasures of
everyday life. Some people who profess Him go so
far as to equate faith with unrelenting asceticism
and self-denial. The lack of balance puts at risk the
'love' found in
community
and
friendship that is
at the heart of the
Gospel.
When the
Puritan Pilgrims,
who weren't exactly known for enjoying themselves
or throwing themselves into the pleasures of everyday life, declared
the first Thanksgiving in 1621 they didn't call for a
celebration or a feast. Instead, they fasted. They
observed a day of prayer without food. It was their
way of giving thanks to God for the blessings they
received despite the incredible hardships they endured. Thanksgiving, for them, was to focus on God
and their dependence on His abiding love and presence. Their Thanksgiving Day was not the banquet
they enjoyed with their Native American neighbors,
that came later. Ric Burns has a beautiful docudrama about the Pilgrims, taken from the diary of William Bradford, about the struggle of these first pioneers in Massachusetts. It will no doubt air on PBS
during the holiday, try to watch 'The Pilgrims'
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if you can for a deeper appreciation of Thanksgiving. You can also find it on YouTube – it's well
worth watching.
Jesus, on the other hand, would begrudge
no one a fine Thanksgiving dinner with family and
friends and all the trimmings. Good food, children
and their din, old-timers who wonder where the
year went, and the background noise of football
games; people are toiling in the kitchen, willingly,
muttering and wiping away the steam. Everyone
can draw his or her image of Thanksgiving from
memories past, or imagined.
In this year of COVID, our holiday will be
quite different, maybe a bit closer to the original
one. There will be no parades, fewer people gathering at home, greater emphasis on masks, social distance, fresh air and limited time together. Maybe
these changes will help bring us back to the question of 'thanks'. That's what the day is about; after
all, that's how it started. Our 'thanks' is, first of all, a
reflection on the past year. But our 'thanks' is invariably the starting point for something new. Giving
thanks has an action attached. It requires us to do
something.
Thankfully, most of us are surviving the ravages of COVID and adjusting to the 'new normal'.
Thankfully we see God's presence in a new way as
we count our blessings. Our thoughts and prayers
now turn to the families around us who are not as
fortunate. We reach out to those who have suffered
financial hardship, sickness and death. This year
we are more aware of the sick and the suffering, the
hungry, the refugee, the homeless and the poor.
Thankfully, we have a more Christian understanding of things, and we know that we are all part of
one human family.
This COVID year as we gather at the table,
however unique the circumstance, Christ will be
among us. We will thank God for His blessings. We
will enjoy a special lovingly prepared meal. We will
be filled and refreshed. And we will do what is required by Jesus, our guest. With a new awareness
of the meaning of life, we will, compassionately, in
imitation of our Divine guest include the sick, the
suffering, the poor and the needy in our everyday
lives.
This year we give thanks for our increased
capacity to love, for our opportunity to love. We
thank God for the chance to act out of our shared
love. And so, we must. Let us be Thankful and
work as Jesus would have us.
Blessings, Fr +Timothy
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BE AWARE! Email Phishing Scam Using Fr. Timothy's Name
Please be aware of an email phishing scam that is targeting churches
around the country, and has recently targeted our community. The
scammer uses the formal title for our pastor (Rev. Protosyngellos Timothy) from a fake gmail address (that looks real), and tries to make
contact with parishioners eventually asking them to send money in
some format (usually gift cards). The emails might look something like
this:

We welcome into our Orthodox Christian family:
JANA ANNE DAABOUL, who was baptized on
October 25, 2020. She is the daughter of Hamid N. and Salam
(Mansour) Daaboul, and sister of Nicole and Nicolas of
West Roxbury, MA.

From: Rev. Protosynellos Timothy J. Ferguson (Pastor)
To: you@you.com
Date: October 6, 2020
Re: Rev. Protosynellos Timothy J. Ferguson (Pastor)

Betrothal & Crowning
Congratulations to:

How are you doing, did you get my first email please? I will be expecting your response.
OR
How are you? I need you for an important task right now, Please
email me back as soon as you get this.
Please mark the message as SPAM and ignore the email. Do not click
on links in the email or respond to it. If you receive an email message
from Fr. Timothy or the Church Office, and you are not sure if the
message is real or not, please contact the Church Office at 617-3230323.
For more information about email phishing scams, please see
this article written by Jamil Samara, Director of Internet Ministries for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America: https://
blogs.goarch.org/blog/-/blogs/no-your-priest-does-not-wantyou-to-buy-gift-cards-for-a-parishioner-in-need

The Teen Food Drive Began
October 25th – Food bags are at the rear of
the Church. A tag is attached listing the most
needed items. Please return filled bags no
later than Sunday, November 15th for Thanksgiving distribution to the needy. Gift cards &
monetary donations are most welcome. You are most
welcome to use your own bags and drop off food during
office hours 9AM-4:30PM. Suggested items, canned
soups, pasta meals & canned sauce, canned meat & variety of canned fruits, allergy friendly food (gluten free,
nut free, dairy free), flour, sugar, cornmeal, rice, dry
beans, peanut butter & jelly, crackers, shelf stable milk
& cereals, pancake & muffin mix that only require water, juice boxes, baby diapers & wipes, socks & underwear, household cleaning supplies & paper products,
hygiene products & toiletries for both men and women.
Thank you and God bless you!

GEORGE MAZHER ILYAS and LILIT GASPARYAN, who
celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on
October 10, 2020. We wish them God’s blessings as they begin
their new life together in Westwood, MA.

2020 FOOD SALE UPDATE—As announced in last
month’s MESSENGER the September Food Sale
which replaced our customary Annual Bazaar was
very successful with a lot of positive feedback. A
net figure will be reported in an upcoming MESSENGER. Once again, thank you to all the sponsors and
those who gave their time and effort to make this
happen. A list of sponsors is located on the Church
website at stgeorgeofboston.org/bazaar. Remember
to frequent those sponsors who are business owners
in appreciation for their support. SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE NEXT FOOD SALE—SEE FLYER IN
THIS MESSENGER.

SAVE THE DATES FOR UPCOMING DIOCESE EVENTS:
•
•

HUMANITARIAN PROJECT
THE BOSTON RESCUE MISSION—We will
resume meal preparation for the residents of the
Boston Rescue Mission. Meals will be prepared
here in the Church kitchen and delivered to the
BRM. If you are interested in assisting with this
project please contact Dn. Anthony. If you
would like to sponsor a meal, or part of a meal,
all donations gratefully accepted. A meal typically costs $350 to prepare.

•
•
•

November 10 & 11 - Reclaiming the Great Commission Webinar
November 15 (week of) - St. John of Damascus
Church, Dedham, Virtual Bazaar
November 17, 2020 - Diocese Council Meeting
May 22, 2021 - St. George Church, Norwood, Gala
Centennial Celebration
July 9-11, 2021 - Diocese PLC at the Cape Codder
Hotel in Hyannis hosted by St. Mary Church, Cambridge

Please subscribe to the Diocese mailing list to receive
info & updates on all events at http://
ww1.antiochian.org/worcester/subscribe-diocesemailing-list.
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LIVE STREAM ALL CHURCH SERVICES AT
http://www.stgeorgeofboston.org/livestream.

Sign Up to attend liturgies at stgeorgeofboston.org/signup.
Info on Virtual/Zoom classes email Dn. Anthony at
stgeorgepastoralassisant@gmail.com.

Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-327-6500
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Ghassan Haddad, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Dn. Anthony Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Service Schedule:
Please refer to the monthly calendar
inside this MESSENGER, on-line weekly
bulletins and/or Email blasts for current
services being offered.
The same applies for COVID-19 updates
concerning Church restrictions and
procedures.
Thank you.

URGENT APPEAL -HUMANITARIAN APPEAL FOR
THE HOLIDAYS AND WINTER MONTHS
“When you give alms, your left hand must not know
what your right is doing; your almsgiving must be in
secret, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.” [Mt. 6:3-4]
Funds are requested to assist several members of
the community who have experienced recent hardships.
The funds will assist with rent, utilities, clothing and
household items, especially during the holidays and
winter months. Out of respect for privacy the distribution will be made confidentially through the Pastoral
Discretionary Fund of the Church. If you wish to donate
to a very worthy cause, please make your tax-deductible

contribution to St. George Church with the memo
‘Pastoral Discretionary Fund’. Your assistance with this
appeal is a great blessing, Thank You!

Looking for a Gift for any Occasion?
Look no further, the Adult Fellowship’s cookbook, The
Door to Arabic Cooking, is available for $12 ($14.50 if
mailed) at the church office or by calling John Ayoub at
781.326.6755. DELICIOUS RECIPIES FOR ANY OCCA-

THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road. Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please feel free
to drop off new or gently used clothing.

