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St. Sylvester, Pope of Rome
Rome
335 AD
Sylvester, was born at Rome
to devout Christian parents named
Rufinus and Justa. He received an
excellent education and was ordained a priest at Rome at the turn
of the fourth century. He was regarded as a renowned scholar of the
Sacred Scriptures and teacher. He
fulfilled the Lord’s command to love
one’s neighbor by receiving
strangers and travelers into his own
home and serving them as a servant.
During the last persecution of Christians, Sylvester sheltered the saintly holy martyr Bishop Timothy of
Antioch, who dwelt with him for more than one year while
preaching and converting many to Christ.
Sylvester was elected Bishop of Rome in 314, the
first bishop elected freely after the Edict of Milan [313]
granted freedom of worship throughout the Roman Empire. During Sylvester’s reign, Rome began its transition
into a Christian city. The Emperor Constantine ordered
the construction of several great basilicas, including the
Basilica of St. Peter on the Vatican Hill. This church was
erected above a former pagan temple, to mark the burial
place of St. Peter, the chief of the apostles and the first
Bishop of Rome. St. Sylvester and the Emperor Constantine also collaborated on the Lateran Basilica and Baptistery, which were built adjacent to the former imperial palace where the Pope now lived. He also commissioned the
Basilica of St. Paul outside the walls of the city. Sylvester’s memory, however, is most closely tied to the
church of St. Martin and Sylvester which still stands in
Rome’s Monti neighborhood.
Pope Sylvester played a role in negotiations regarding the heresy of Arianism debated at the first Ecumenical Council of Nicea in 325. Although he himself did
not attend the Council, he sent his representatives to defend the orthodox teaching. His deep faith so moved his
contemporaries, that they publicly honored him as
“Confessor”, i.e., one who, though not suffering martyrdom, lived a life completely given over to Christ. His
name is associated with the creation of the ancient Roman
school of sacred music and he contributed to the develop-
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ment of the divine liturgy. During his reign the first
official list of Martyrs and their stories was composed
which became the basis for the ‘calendar of saints’.
St. Sylvester guided the Church at Rome for
more than twenty years, earning the esteem of his
flock. He died peacefully in old age in the year 335.

The BLESSING of HOMES
During the Holy Theophany Season, it is customary to
visit and bless the homes of parishioners as requested. This year however, due to the ongoing COVID
pandemic, we will postpone all
home blessings out of concern
for the health and safety of our
community.
Later in the year, when the
COVID crisis is under control and everyone is vaccinated, Fr. Timothy, Fr. Ghassan and Dn. Anthony will
gladly accept invitations to bless the homes of parishioners. In the meantime, you are encouraged to take
Holy Water from the Theophany service, gather your
household together, recite the blessing prayers and
bless your own home. Please use the brochure included
in this Messenger for offering the blessing prayers.
The Orthodox Church considers the family and
its home as a small church. The family table is the home
altar where the members gather to receive their daily
bread and offer thanksgiving to God in the name of
Jesus Christ.
The sanctification of the home takes place
with prayer and the sprinkling of holy water. The
household prays together for all the members of the
family, and all who live and have lived in the house. We
sing the hymns of salvation and go from room to room
while blessing the home.
Prepare to Bless the home by having a candle
with an icon and bowl of holy water placed on the kitchen or dining room table. Prepare a list of names of family members living and deceased members of the family.
When all are present, gather around the icon and light
the candle. Say the Trisagion Prayers and sing
the Troparion of the Feast of Epiphany together. Then a
family member leads the others thru the house with the
candle. Sprinkle each room with holy water using a
whisk or small pine branch. Gather again around the
table for the final prayer.
May the parishioners of St. George Church be
blessed along with their household and their homes at
this Holy Theophany Season.
With Blessings in this New Year, Fr. +Timothy
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A New year, and the Renewal of the Vow.
The days pass, and so do the years of our life. As we enter
this new year, we begin as always with prayer. Today, we
renew our vow with Jesus Christ, the vow to be with him
and with him alone. We present our souls as a cradle for
Him, He who was born in a manger 2000 years ago. We lift
up our eyes unto the newborn baby, and we bring him
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh from our hearts as
love, humility and patience. We are here to drink from
God’s well the water that gives us comfort from our troubles. Let the humility of his birth give us strength in our
lives.
It is a new year where we chant to the God of the ages. It is
a time of renewal of heart and soul, a time to have renewed faith and hope in the face of our adversities. It is a
time of longing to God, when we ask him to come and
dwell in our hearts, and to extend his hand and guide us
through our life.
A page closes and a new page opens, a page we will ask
God to fill. And as we meet God at the Jordan river, we
will see the Holy spirit descend unto him in the form of a
dove and hear the Father say: “This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.”
God, we promise that we will listen to you more this new
year. We promise to make this year a year of repentance, a
new opportunity that we will take. We repent on what has
passed, we keep what is good and we go forth towards the
kingdom of heaven.
God loves us and is gracious to us. God wants us to be his
followers, and so we are. We will meet him at the Jordan,
we will encounter the Divine Trinity, and we will receive
gifts and blessings in our lives.
Our God, who is in heaven, blessed is Your name. Let
Your will be done in our lives as we live for You and You
alone. You are our God, and we know none other beside
You.
God is our whole life. What is our life other than a chance
to repent and live for God?
Our Lord Jesus, who calmed the storm at sea, calm the
storm of our troubles. You who became man, light us with
Your eternal light and grant us solace in our hearts. You
who healed the sick and the suffering, heal the wounds of
our souls. Grant us Your peace and have mercy on us, and
on Your world, and protect it from every sickness, pandemic and infirmity, for You alone are blessed now and
forever and to the ages of ages, Amen.
Father Ghassan Haddad
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OUR 2021 PLEDGE PROGRAM IS UNDERWAY

Memory Eternal!
ELAINE ELIAS of Jamaica Plain, MA, on
December 15, 2020. She was buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery,
Boston, MA, and leaves her sisters, June Morello, Joanne
Abramo and Antoinette Elias-Ciampa.
MOUNA PAINTER of Marshfield, MA, on
December 24, 2020. She leaves her daughter Pamela, and
her sisters, Suham Malouf, Lailah Suki and Eleanor Krolls.
LEILA ABI FARES of New Bedford, MA, on
December 25, 2020. She leaves her daughters,
Elsy Dabboussi, Rana Matta, Victoria Khouzami,
Jessy El-Tom; her son Yahya Fares, and her sister
Souad Jabbour.

MILODE K. NAKHOUL of Norton, MA, on
December 26, 2020. She leaves her sons, George, Elie and
Nabil; her daughters, Ragidha Saliba and Alisar Mitri, and
her brother Farid Mitri.

UPDATE—CANNED FOOD DRIVE
Sponsored by St. George Teen SOYO
Again, thank you to all those who brought in canned
goods, made monetary donations and donations of
gift cards for the Thanksgiving & Christmas distribution. A special thank you to AABA for their generous donation of Gift Cards to help us through the
Thanksgiving & Christmas Holiday. Thank you to
Kh. Louise and Ed Cortas for helping with both
holiday distributions to approximately 60 families in
our neighboring community. Each family received a
turkey/ham and Gift Card. All the bags of food
were picked up by the Roslindale Food Pantry located on Cummings Highway in Roslindale and distributed to those in need during the holiday season. Also,
through the efforts of Elias Audy and the Kids
Clothes Club of Brookline we were able to provide 20
children with warm winter coats.

URGENT HUMANITARIAN APPEAL FOR THE WINTER
MONTHS

“When you give alms, your left hand must not know what
your right is doing; your almsgiving must be in secret, and
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward
you.” [Mt. 6:3-4]
Funds are requested to assist several members of the community who have experienced recent hardships.

The

funds will assist with rent, utilities, clothing and household items, especially during the winter months. Out of
respect for privacy the distribution will be made confidentially through the Pastoral Discretionary Fund of the
Church. If you wish to donate to a very worthy cause,
please make your tax-deductible contribution to St.
George Church with the memo ‘Pastoral Discretionary
Fund’. Your assistance with this appeal is a great blessing,

Thank you if you have already made your pledge.
Please hurry, if you haven’t.
Each of you must make up your own mind about how much to
give. But don’t feel sorry that you must give and don’t feel you
are forced to give. God loves people who love to give.
2 Corinthians 9:7
A thank you listing of those who have made their pledge
commitment to St. George for 2021 will be included in an
upcoming MESSENGER.
If you did not receive your 2021 pledge packet, please call
the church office.

HUMANITARIAN PROJECT
THE BOSTON RESCUE MISSION—We will resume
meal preparation for the residents of the Boston Rescue Mission. Meals will be prepared here in the
Church kitchen and delivered to the BRM. If you are
interested in assisting with this project please contact
Dn. Anthony. If you would like to sponsor a meal, or
part of a meal, all donations gratefully accepted. A
meal typically costs $350 to prepare.
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LIVE STREAM ALL CHURCH SERVICES
AT
http://www.stgeorgeofboston.org/
livestream.
Sign Up to attend liturgies at
stgeorgeofboston.org/signup.
Info on Virtual/Zoom classes email
Dn. Anthony at
stgeorgepastoralassisant@gmail.com.

Contact Information:
55 Emmonsdale Road
P. O. Box 320164
West Roxbury, MA 02132-0002
Church Office: 617-323-0323
Fax: 617-323-6301
Church Hall: 617-327-6500
Website: www.stgeorgeofboston.org
Email: stgeorgeofboston@verizon.net
V. Rev. Fr. Timothy Ferguson, Protosyngellos
Rev. Fr. Ghassan Haddad, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Fr. Gregory Harrigle
Dn. Anthony Niqula, Pastoral Assistant
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy, Building Manager
Fran Stack, Secretary
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-Fri

Service Schedule:
Please refer to the monthly calendar
inside this MESSENGER, on-line weekly bulletins
and/or Email blasts for current services being offered.
The same applies for COVID-19 updates concerning
Church restrictions and procedures. Thank you.

Our 2021 Church Ecclesiastical Calendars have
arrived and are at the back of the Church.
Please feel free to take one. Our supply is limited so one per household. We thank Dr. Fadi
Metri for once again sponsoring these beautiful
calendars, iconography and calendar design
by Kh. Erin Kimmett.

THE CLOTHING RECEPTACLE remains available in the
rear delivery area located directly on Emmonsdale Road. Clothing received is picked up by St. Vincent de Paul. Please feel free
to drop off new or gently used clothing.

